Neighbours, Friends and Families: 
A Grey and Bruce Campaign
The Grey Bruce Neighbours, Friends and Families Campaign (NFF) is a project of the Grey Bruce Domestic Violence Coordinating Committee which has over 30 member agencies from the justice, social service, First Nations services, health, education, violence against women, and child welfare sectors
The mission of the GBDVCC is: 

 “We are a community committee committed to effective collaboration and a proactive response to end violence in Grey and Bruce Counties”.  

Neighbours friends and families is a campaign to reach neighbours, friends and family members of women and their children who are experiencing abuse. Those closest to abused women don’t always understand what they are seeing, know how to help or know where to turn for help in the community. As various inquests and the reports of the Domestic Violence Death Review Coroner’s Committee have made clear, this needs to change. Woman abuse can be prevented. Repeated violence and potentially lethal violence can often be predicted and lives could be saved with appropriate and timely interventions.

Through a provincial initiative funded by the Ontario government, Ontario Women’s Directorate, a Neighbours, Friends and Families Community Action Kit to Prevent Woman Abuse is being made available to all communities across the province. The kit focuses on how to recognize abuse, how to offer support and where to turn for help. The kit has been designed to be adaptable to diverse communities and circumstances. A series of television Public Service Announcements (PSAs) have also been produced in order to help create public awareness of the campaign.

There are number of key supports for communities implementing a local campaign on the provincial website www.neighboursfriendsandfamilies.ca.

These supports will include:

· Campaign promotional materials, which can be downloaded, adapted and printed

· PSAs to promote to local TV cable companies – to be used only through unpaid air time

· Campaign materials for Aboriginal and Francophone communities (coming soon)

The primary focus of the project will be to involve community members in the geographic area of Grey and Bruce Counties in efforts to inform neighbours, friends and family members about how they can intervene and where they can turn for assistance when a woman they know is being abused. The Grey Bruce Domestic Violence Coordinating Committee has broad representation from key sectors and communities and completed an initial training on the Neighbours, Friends and Families Campaign in January 2007.  In addition, the GBDVCC Coordinator is a member of the Provincial Expert Panel for the Neighbours, Friends and Family initiative

Goals and objectives

1. To engage community members (neighbours, friends and families) in a community response to domestic violence that is consistent with that of service providers working with the Grey Bruce Domestic Violence Coordinating Committee.

2. To provide tools, training, resources and an action plan for the membership of the Grey Bruce Domestic Violence Coordinating Committee so they can actively engage in promoting Neighbours, Friends and Families through their own networks of contacts and in their own spheres of influence.

3. To help all citizens in Grey and Bruce to recognize that woman abuse may result in serious injury and death and therefore recognition of warning signs and safety planning are essential

4. To raise awareness among neighbours, friends and families in Grey and Bruce so they recognize the warning signs of woman abuse and children exposed to violence and know how to make the appropriate referrals to supports and services in their community.
5. To facilitate connections between the general public, local service providers and experts Grey and Bruce.
6. To provide neighbours, friends and family members with tools, training, resources and information that will support them in efforts to prevent woman abuse.
7. To actively link the Grey and Bruce NFF campaign with NFF campaigns taking place in the southwest region of Ontario to maximize effectiveness and increase public awareness.
Partnerships; 
The GBDVCC will partner with:

· Administration and staff/volunteers of GBDVCC member organization
· Local media
· Service groups in Grey and Bruce
· Interministerial Committee and local faith communities
· First Nations services and supports
· Municipal and Band leaders and councillors
Results/project effects.

The implementation of the Neighbours, Friends and Families Campaign in Grey and Bruce will have the following results/effects:

· Increased knowledge within the service community and general public about risk factors, how to help and where to find supports and services when dealing with woman abuse

· Women dealing with woman abuse will have more accurate information and proactive help and support from the people closest to them.

· Greater consistency and coordination between the response to woman abuse by service providers and the people closest to victims and perpetrators (focus on safety of the victim, early interventions, accurate information, access to services and supports)

· More awareness in the general public about existing community resources, how to access resources, the new www.endabusenow.ca website (where all community resources are listed), 

· A community that is more engaged, knowledgeable and helpful to both victims and perpetrators of woman abuse

· New linkages with other communities implementing the NFF campaign in South West Ontario.
Implementation
The Campaign will be launched on November 16th 2007 with events in Kincardine and Owen Sound.  

Community Champions from the area are working together to carry out local public education events between November 2007 and March 2008. There will be a minimum of 10 community events in Grey and Bruce counties over the course of the campaign, along with PSAs and media coverage.  

Information about local events and the Grey Bruce campaign is available at the committee website:

www.endabusenow.ca
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